Clinical and EEG findings in six patients with altered mental status receiving tiagabine therapy.
Tiagabine (TGB), a novel GABA reuptake inhibitor antiepileptic drug, has been reported to induce nonconvulsive status epilepticus (NCSE) in patients with generalized or partial onset seizures. We describe six patients with refractory partial epilepsy treated with add-on TGB. They developed acute intermittent or progressive chronic confusion associated with diffuse slowing of the electroencephalogram (EEG), shortly after an increase in dose of TGB. This remitted in each situation after reduction of the daily dose. The possibility of nonconvulsive status epilepticus or toxic encephalopathy is discussed.